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Hadhrami Migration and British Colonialism,
1832-1967
Dr. Adel Saleh Muhammad Al-yamani
Abstract

Hadhrami migration is a topic that has attracted the attention of
many researchers in the humanities due to its profound impact on all

aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life.

Hadhrami migration has been divided into distinct historical stages. Its
origins trace back to the pre-Christian era during the ancient Hadhramout
state. The second stage spans from 632-1498 CE, starting from the
emergence of Islam until the beginning of the Portuguese presence in the

Eastern Seas. This also includes modern Hadhrami migration.

This research focuses on the modern Hadhrami migration, which

was closely linked to British colonialism in South Yemen and East Africa.
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This paper highlights the arbitrary procedures employed by colonialism to
restrict the political, cultural, social, and economic roles of Hadhramis.
These procedures included forcing Hadhrami citizens to obtain passports
or licenses to travel to East Africa, and compelling them to register their
names with colonial authorities in East African countries. This research is
further strengthened by the researcher's possession of several Qu'aiti
documents that specify the conditions for travel to Kenya, Zanzibar, the
Swabhili coast, Eritrea, Singapore, and India. The researcher also has access
to several documents related to the legal systems issued by the Qu'aiti

Sultanate.

Key words

Hadhrami migration, East Africa, British colonialism, colonial laws.
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Economic Contributions of the Hadhrami
Community in East Africa

Dr. Abdulaziz Saeed Salem Bazaraah
Associate Professor of Islamic History
Faculty of Arts and Humanities / Hadhramout University

Abstract
The Economic Role of the Hadhramis in East Africa

The Hadhramis and East Africa have been connected by enduring
ties and deep-rooted linkages since time immemorial. The
economic relations between the Hadhramis and East Africa
represent a distinctive historical phenomenon, the origins of
which stretch back to the earliest historical epochs. Geographical
factors, alongside social and political circumstances, contributed
to the continuity and development of these relations. The
Hadhramis played a significant role in developing the economy
of East Africa. They established numerous commercial centers
along the East African coastline and gained widespread renown
for trading in various African goods, such as gold and ivory,
which they exchanged for commodities needed by Africans,
including incense, salt, textiles, and dates. Their commercial
centers extended into the interior regions, where they founded

trading posts that served as vital hubs for their long-distance
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travels. Consequently, they left a significant and profound impact
on the economic landscape of the region.
Furthermore, the Hadhramis exerted a substantial influence on
various aspects of life in East Africa. They played a major
civilizing role in spreading Islam and Arab-Islamic culture,
establishing Islamic sultanates that spanned the entire East
African coast. They engaged in trade, which was accompanied by
religious propagation (Da'wa) and the dissemination of Islam.
Although Islam reached East Africa in the first few centuries
(after its advent), it did not spread widely until after the arrival of
the Hadhramis.
Keywords: East Africa: Trade, Islam -- Hadhramis.
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The Role of Hadhrami Migrants in Promoting a Culture of Tolerance in East
African Societies
Prof. Dr. Rizq Saadallah Al-Jabri
Professor of Population Geography

Hadhramout University

Abstract

Migration is considered one of the major factors of communication
among the peoples of the world who belong to diverse civilizations.
Migrants may serve as messengers of peace and promoters of a culture of
tolerance among nations, or the opposite, depending on their cultural and
civilizational background. East Africa is regarded as one of the ethnically
complex geographical regions, and since ancient times it has maintained
strong relations with the Arabian Peninsula. The Hadhramis were among
the peoples who contributed to this process of interaction through

commercial relations.

Within the framework of dialogue among sects and cultures, it is essential

to present the Hadhrami experience in promotinga culture of tolerancein
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East African societies in order to benefit from it in fostering tolerance and
rejecting violence and hatred among different ethnic groups. Hence, this
study was prepared for the Second Scientific Conference, Hadhramis in
East Africa: Integration and Preservation of Cultural Identity, to examine
and analyze the role of the Hadhramis in spreading a culture of tolerance
in East African societies, with the aim of benefiting from this cultural

experience in directing cultural messages.
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The Phenomenon of Imala in the Bedouin Dialect of Ridat Al-
Ma'arrah in Hadhramout

Dr. Mohammed Salim El-Yazidi

Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the phenomenon of imala within an unexamined
Bedouin dialect located in the region of Ridat Al-Ma'arrah (henceforth, RM) on the
southern plateau of Hadhramout, Yemen. The nature of this study aimed to explore:
(1) To what extent is imalah productive in RM dialect? (2) How does the linguistic
variation of imalah in RM dialect contrast with other Modern non-standard Arabic
dialects? The main goal of this investigation is to document the phenomenon of imala
in RM dialect through the lens of Generative Phonology, a framework first proposed
by Noam Chomsky and his colleagues in the 1960s. An ethnographic qualitative
design was utilized for this study, involving a selection of 10 key informants out of 43

of varying ages, chosen through judgment sampling. Data pertaining to RM dialect

were gathered using the Swadesh list, informal interviews and participant observation. 1
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The results revealed the productivity and richness of this phenomenon in medial and
final positions; however, itis primarily in the medial position that its productivity and
richness are most evident. Moreover, the study illustrated that the linguistic variation
of imala shares similarities with that found in other Arabic dialects, while also differing
in several phonological features, particularly the vocalic environment linked to
conditioned and unconditioned imala. Vowel harmony plays a significant role in the
dialect of RM, reinforcing the classification of imala as an allophonic type.
Furthermore, the research identified certain unique linguistic traits in RM dialect that
distinguish it from its Hadhrami neighboring dialects as well as other modern non-
standard Arabic dialects, such as the realization of the future marker /bi/ and the reflex

Jel/.

Key words: imala, RM dialect, linguistic variation, generative phonology
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1- Introduction

The term Imala, which means inclination, is employed by medieval Arab grammarians
to refer to the phonetic phenomena of fronting and raising the Old Arabic vowel /a:/
to /i/, as well as the transformation of the ancient short /a/ to /i/ (Levin 1992, p74).
Although the term imala includes the fronting and elevation of both /a:/ and /a/,
ancient Arabic texts mainly neglect the imala of the short /a/. In these texts, the term
primarily signifies the imala of the long /a:/ (Levin, 1992). According to Levin (1971),
imalawas indeed presentin Old Arabic, though it was not a widespread phenomenon,
occurring only in certain ancient dialects (Sibawayhi, Kitab II, p. 284). Furthermore,
these dialects exhibited variations in their use of imala, as the shift of /a:/ was not
uniformly applied across all dialects (Sibawayhi, Kitab II, p. 284). Additionally, imala
was noted in some Middle Arabic dialects (Levin, 1971a; 1975b) and persists in

various modern non-standard Arabic dialects (Levin 1971, pp.79—412).

The concept of imala denotes the alteration of a vowel due to the influence of a
subsequent vowel (Trask 1996 & Crystal 2008). Specifically, it involves the
transformation of the short vowel /a/ in an open syllable to /i/ when the subsequent
syllable contains the front dorsal vowel /i/ (Irshied, 1984). This phenomenon can be
characterized as a historical harmony between the first vowel (V1) and the second
vowel (V2), where V1 adopts features from V2. As noted by Rosenhouse (2006), this

phenomenonis a notable characteristic of Bedouin dialects and is frequently observed
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in medial and final positions. This study aims to explore the phenomenon of imala

within RM dialect, as it is commonly encountered in medial and final positions.
1.2 Background of RM Dialect

RM dialect refers to a distinct sub-variety of Hadhrami Arabic (henceforth, HA) dialects
that is spoken by the inhabitants of Ridat Al-Ma'arrah area, situated in the southern
plateau of the Hadhramout Governorate in the Republic of Yemen. This dialect is
classified as a Bedouin dialect, primarily spoken by Bedouin or nomadic communities
(Alamoudi, 2005). Ridat Al-Ma'arrah is administratively part of the Gail Ben Yameen
district, which lies approximately 120 kilometers from Mukalla, the capital of
Hadhramout Governorate (Alamoudi, 2005). The term 'Ridat' denotes a flat area
characterized by an abundance of water, while '"Ma'arrah’ pertains to the name of the
tribes inhabiting that region. Historically, the Ma'arrah tribes are Bedouin tribes that
trace their lineage to A'al Tamim, one of the Bani Thu'nah tribes that established
themselves in the Al-shahar district of Hadhramout (Al-maghafi, 2002). In earlier
times, the A'al Tamim tribe resided in a location known as Almasailah valley; however,
the Al-ma'arrah tribes have since vacated Almasailah valley and relocated to an area
between Ridat Aljoheen and Alhumoom, which is presently referred to as Ridat Al-

Ma'arrah (Alshautari, 1984).

One of the most prominent and distinguishing characteristics that sets RM dialect 4

apart from other HA and/or Arabic dialects at the phonological level is the different
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application of imalah. In RM dialect, imalah is commonly found in verbs, nouns, and
adjectives. For instance, in verbs such as weak verbs like /jisli/, meaning he prays, and
/jitis/, meaning to despair. In nouns, examples include /weldi/ for valley and /felhi/
for tea, while in adjectives, /dgelbis/ denotes dry. As a result, this paper seeks to
address the following inquiries: 1) To what extent is imalah productive in RM dialect?
2) In what ways does the linguistic variation of imalah in RM dialect differ from other
Arabic dialects? To answer these questions, this study employs the theory of
Generative phonology for analysis, which is a linguistic framework that elucidates how
the abstract, underlying forms of sounds in a language are converted into their actual
spoken forms (surface forms) through a sequence of ordered rules. Established by
Noam Chomsky and his associates in the 1960s, this framework conceptualizes
phonemes as mental representations and aims to model a native speaker's
internalized understanding of sound patterns by utilizing rules such as assimilation
and deletion to clarify sound alterations. The structure of this paper is organized as
follows. Section 2 offers a concise literature review. Section 3 outlines the
methodology of the study. Section 4 discusses the findings of the study and draws
comparisons between RM dialect and other Bedouin Arabic dialects. Finally, Section

5 concludes the study.
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2. Literature review

The term imalais employed by medieval Arab grammarians to refer to the fronting and
raising of Old Arabic /a/ towards /i/, as well as the transformation of the old short /a/
into /i/ (Levin, 1992.p74). While imala encompasses the fronting and raising of both /
a:/ and /a/, ancient Arabic texts largely overlook the imala of short /a/, with the term
predominantly signifying the imala of long /a:/ in these sources (Levin, 1992.p74). The
limited number of grammarians who address the imala of short /a/ do so only in
contexts where it appears near /r/ (Sibawayhi, Kitab I, 293 & Zamax3ari, 160.10—11).
In general, medieval Arab grammarians regarded imala as a phenomenon close to
whatis currently referred to as 'vowel harmony'. They believed that imala and idka:m,
which denotes ‘assimilation of consonants’, exhibit considerable similarity

(Sibawayhi, Kitab Il,p. 279 & Ibn Jinni, Xasais Il,pp 141.16).

Imala was documented in Old Arabic (Levin 1971, pp 9-61), although it was not
commonly found, appearing solely in specific ancient dialects (Sibawayhi, Kitab I,
p.284). These dialects sometimes displayed differences among themselves concerning
imala, as the /a/ shift was not consistently applied across all of them (Sibawayhi, Kitab
I, 284.1—6, 284.11—13). Furthermore, it was identified in certain Middle Arabic
dialects (Levin 1971:1, pp. 62—73; Levin 1975, pp. 261—265) and in various Modern
non-standard Arabic dialects (Levin 1971:1, 79—412). Nevertheless, the occurrence of 6

imala in modern non-standard Arabic dialects reveals significant variations in its
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details, conditioning factors, and the phonetic properties of the raised vowel. In the
examination of modern non-standard dialects, imala may present itself as either
allophonic or lexical. Allophonic imala consistently occurs with the elevation of /a:/
and /a/. For example, /a:/ and /a/ are raised when adjacent to /i/-type vowel. In
contrast, lexical imala is marked by irregularity and may not exhibit imala in a
comparable context; it relies on the particular lexical item. Both types of imala are
subject to a certain condition whereby /a:/ can be elevated (irrespective of the
presence of /i/) unless one of the inhibitors, such as back or emphatic consonants, is
present in the surrounding context, as demonstrated by examples like na:s > ne:s

‘people’ (Owens, 2006).

Research on the phenomenon of imala in modern non-standard Arabic dialects has
garnered significant interest from both local and international scholars in both
historical and contemporary contexts. For instance, Grotzfeld (1964, 1965), Cantineau
(1960), Ferguson (1961), Cowell (1964), Barbot (1981) and Versteegh (1997) who
studied the Levantine Arabic dialects including Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. Levin
(1992, 2002) offered a comprehensive examination of the phenomenon of imala in
modern non-standard Arabic dialects, with a particular focus on the q93ltu dialects of
Iraq as well as Aleppo. Imala in middle position observed within the Iragi ‘qo9lt’
dialects, the Anatolian ‘q3ltu’ dialects, and the Aleppo dialect is influenced by the

surrounding vocalic context. This influence is characterized by the presence of
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ahistorical /i/ or /i:/ in syllable that is adjacent to /a:/, even when this conditioning is
either absent or altered in modern non-standard Arabic dialects, as illustrated by the
transformation of (historical) kila:b to (modern) kle:b or kli:b, meaning 'dogs’. Owens
(2006) also provided a brief overview of the variations in the realization of allophonic
and lexical imala within the 'qadltu’ dialects. Generally, Cypriot Arabic exhibits
historical, lexical, and allophonic imala; however, there are instances where imala is
not present. For instance, form Ill verbs (in the imperfect tense) do not demonstrate
imala, as seen in /bi-safid/ 'he helps'. He concluded that the pattern Ca:CiC varies

concerning imala.

Regarding Arab scholars who have examined the phenomenon of imala, Al-Ammar
(2017) carried out a study that concentrated on imala in the final position within the
dialect of Ha'il, Saudi Arabia, with a specific focus on the feminine suffix, ah.
Furthermore, Al-fuga'rrah (2018) conducted research in southern Jordan addressing
various phonological features of Yemeni dialects, which encompassed the presence of
imala in informal Jordanian dialects. His findings revealed that imala conforms to the
vocalic conditions specified by Sibawaih, indicating that /a:/ is raised in the presence
of /i/-type vowels (either preceding —a:Ci or following —iCa:); on the other hand, it is
suppressed in the presence of emphatic consonants, /K, X/, and the vowel /a/, as
illustrated in the example tfa://'f’leaving'. In the context of Yemen, Hambj (2024)

explored the deflecting phenomenon in the dialect of Albaydha city and its
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surrounding areas. He concluded his research with several findings, the most notable
of which is that the role of imala is to foster harmony and coherence among sounds.
In the field of dialectology related to Yemen, particularly concerning the HA dialects,
there has been a scarcity of studies conducted on Yemeni dialects. The majority of
these investigations have predominantly focused on sedentary dialects, while research
on Bedouin dialects is considerably insufficient. Among the few studies that have
investigated Bedouin dialects in relation to imala, most have been concentrated in the
northern regions of Yemen, as demonstrated by Hambj (2024). This observation is
corroborated by Versteegh (2011, p.218), who asserts that the linguistic situation in

North Yemen has been examined in greater detail compared to that in South Yemen.

In contrast, based on the researcher’s best knowledge, there have been no studies
conducted in the southern regions of Yemen, especially concerning the HA dialects.
This absence of research on Bedouin dialects in southern Yemen, particularly in
Hadhramout, leads to a significant gap in knowledge (Miiller-Bloch & Kranz, 2014).
Miiller-Bloch & Kranz (2014) state that "knowledge may not exist in the actual to
theories and literature from related research domains." As a result, this paper aims to
address this gap by undertaking a study focused on describing the phenomenon of
imala in RM dialect, which is a category of the HA dialects. Thus, this paper can be
considered the first investigation to examine a Bedouin dialect from a phonological

9 perspective.
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3. Methodology

3.1Research Design

The present research seeks to explore the phonology of MD. Consequently, this study
employs a qualitative research design as its overarching framework, which is deemed
more suitable for language documentation research (Varjas et al., 2005). This
methodology is distinguished by its adaptability, as it begins the process of data
collection with the description and interpretation of data, necessitating specific inputs
and information from the participants (Creswell & Maietta, 2002; Nastasia & Schensul,
2005). During the fieldwork, the researcher predominantly relied on the naturalistic
inquiry or ethnographic method, a technique employed by linguists to document
languages at risk of extinction (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). This methodology entails
examining culture from the perspective of its members through deep immersion in the

field (Fetterman, 1998; Deumert, 2005).
3.2 Population and Sampling

Non-probability and purposive sampling techniques are deemed more appropriate for
qualitative research compared to probability or random sampling methods (Nastasia
& Schensul, 2005). Consequently, this study employed a non-probability sampling
approach guided by the researcher's judgment. The investigator selects individuals

who closely match the study's objectives. Purposive sampling entails choosing
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participants based on relevant traits that are significant to the research, including their
living conditions (whether in rural or urban settings), social standing (for instance, as
a community leader or an average household member), or specific cultural expertise
(such as caregivers, agricultural laborers, or fishermen) (Neuman, 2002).
Consequently, the researcher chose 10 key informants out of 43 that included
individuals from various educational backgrounds, ranging fromiilliterate to educated,
encompassing both older and younger individuals who had not immigrated. Refer to

the table below:

Table (3.1): Profile of MD informants

Age group Number of informants
10 —20 "
22-35 14
39-50 10
60 — 90 8

Total 43

3.3 Data Collection

The data for this descriptive research was collected periodically in the field from RM
dialect speakers throughout the year 2023-2024. The total time spent directly

engaging with RM dialect speakers was roughly four months, spread across six field
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trips, each lasting two to two and a half week. Throughout this timeframe, the gathered
data was systematically organized and analyzed continuously. In order to gain a
deeper insight into imala, numerous linguists have used both elicitation techniques
and methods for text collection. This methodology entails asking informants to
provide personal narratives and traditional tales in the language being studied (Vaux
& Copper, 2003). As a result, the main data sources for this research comprised RM
dialect native speakers, who were chosen by the researcher according to specific

criteria that were previously detailed.

3.4 Instrumentation and Analysis

A range of methods was utilized to collect data, such as controlled elicitation, which
consists of Swadesh list, informal interviews and question-and-answer sessions with
one or more informants (Munro, 2001). Furthermore, participant observation was
employed, in which the researcher partakes in everyday activities to gather naturally
occurring speech (Varjasa et al.,, 2005). Nevertheless, the researcher placed significant
emphasis on spoken data. The rationale for this focus on spoken data lies in its direct
relevance to the research questions concerning the phonemic structure of imalain RM
dialect. The researcher employed various recording techniques to gather speech data.
Milory (1987), Bouquiax and Thomas (1992) highlight the importance of data
recording, deeming it essential to the research process. In order to capture the speech

of both informants and native speakers, a mobile phone was employed. The
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researcher personally carried out all recordings of the genuine speech of RM dialect
natives. During the fieldwork, around 180 megabytes of recordings of native speech
were amassed. The data obtained from fieldwork has served as a foundation for the
description of imala in RM dialect. Consequently, during the collection of data through
spontaneous speech data, the researcher simultaneously transcribes the data into

precise phonetic transcription.

4. Findings and Discussion

For the sake of answering the research questions, it is essential to provide the
inventories of consonants and vowels in RM dialect. Consequently, this section

illustrates the inventories of consonants and vowels in RM dialect.
4.1 The Phonemic Inventory of RM Dialect

RM dialect consists of twenty-seven consonant sounds classified as follows: seven
consonants are plosives; thirteen consonants are fricatives; two consonants are nasals;
one trill; one lateral; one affricate and two semi-vowels or glides. Table (4.1) indicates
that the consonant inventory of RM dialect displays certain distinctions when
compared to that of Classical Arabic (CA). Notably, the reflex of the CA voiceless uvular
stop /q/ is represented as a voiced velar stop /g/ in RM. Consequently, the terms /qa:l/
'to say'and /s‘aqa:/ to water'are rendered as /ga:l/ and /s"aqa:/, respectively. The
realization of *q as /g/ is a characteristic present in all Bedouin dialects (Irshied 1984).
Additionally, the emphatic interdental fricative *(_1 and the emphatic dental plosive *d

have combined to form the emphatic voiced /d*/, as seen in examples such as *daww
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>d‘aww ‘light’ and *rida > rid*a ‘satisfaction’. This phenomenon is commonly observed

in rural and Bedouin Arabic dialects (Irshied 1984) and it occurs in RM dialect as well.

Table (4.1) The Phonemic Inventory of RM Dialect
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Furthermore, in all word positions, the reflex of the dental alveolar /j/ is represented
as the palatal /dE/ in RM, which sets it apart from other rural HA dialects where /j/ has
two distinct reflexes. /3/ or /j/. To conclude this section, the phonemic inventory of
RM dialect has revealed that RM dialect shares similarities and differences from CA,

however, RM as any other Bedouin dialects exhibits sedentary features.

4.2 Vowel Inventory

Judging from the elicited data by the researcher during the field study, RM dialect has
seven short vowels /9/, /i/, /u/, /€/, /A/, /3/. /a/ and five long vowels /i:/, /u:/, /3:/,

/€:/, /a:/. Like many other Bedouin Arabic dialects RM comprises three diphthongs

/aj/, /aw/ and /el/.
Table (4.2): Vowel Inventory of RM Dialect
Front central back
High i/ u/u:
Mid €/€ ) 3/
Low a A a:
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It can be noted from table (4.2) that RM dialect retains some distinctive features from
CA and MSA, i.e. the short vowels /9/ and /A/ and the long vowel /2:/ which do not
exist in CA and MSA, however, these vowels are added to construct the vowels of RM
dialect. In other words, these vowels have reached phonemic status of RM dialect. A
significant distinction exists between long and short vowels in RM. In the examples
presented in this study, vowels are designated as long (indicated by the IPA length
mark :) only when they are distinctly identifiable as such. As a result, transcription
errors may occur, and readers are encouraged to exercise caution when interpreting

vowel length in any further analysis of these examples.
4.3 Medial Imala in Verbs

During the data collection phase of the fieldwork, the researcher observed that
numerous verbal inflectional and derivational morphemes are characterized by
vowels that are inserted among the bi-consonantal verb roots. This vocalic pattern or
imala, which provides additional syntactic information, can be interpreted as a suffix,
with its position within the stem determined by prosodic constraints. This
interpretation is applicable to all Semitic languages (Ussishkin, 2004). The vocalic
pattern, also referred to as the imala stem, or the derived morpheme, arises from a
phonological process in which the vowel /a/ of weak verbs as in C1aC2i and C1aC2iC3
which transformed into /i/ as in C1iC2i and C1iC2iC3 (AlSaqqaf, 1999). Alfadly (2007) 16

shares the same view as this study, regarding the MQ dialect, viewing the vocalic
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pattern as both an affix and a suffix. In the dialect of RM, a verb stem can take on one
of several phonemic shapes characterized by imalizing or vocalic patterns. The most
prevalent patterns, which denote imperfective forms, are primarily found in the
imperative aspects. A close look at the data in table (4.3) reveals the productivity of
conditioned medial imala in weak bi-consonantal and tri-consonantal verbs for both
2m.s. and 2f.s. in the imperative aspect. This phenomenon of medial imala, or internal
imala, where the low short vowel /a/ is elevated to the front short vowel /i/, can be
characterized as a form of historical vowel harmony (Irshied, 1984; Irshied and
Kenstowicz, 1984). As noted by Rosenhouse (2006), imala is a prevalent phonological
process within Bedouin dialects occurring internally within words. Nevertheless, the
data also indicated that certain verbs, such as /xab/ and /xad/, which represent 2.m.s,
do not follow with /i/, the trigger for imala. This instance of unconditioned imala can
be understood in light of Sibawaih's observation that there is a propensity for a final
/a/ to undergo imalization, even in the absence of /i/ or /y/ in the stem, as exemplified

by dafi 'he called < daSawa’ (Owens, 2006).
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Table (4.3): Exemplification of Imala in Medial Position in RM Dialect

Person Underlying Form

Surface Form Gloss

2 f.s.(Imp) rahi [rihi] mill the flour
2f.s.(Imp) Jabi [Jibil goup

2f.s.(Imp) hawi [hiwi] go back

2f.s.(Imp) has'i [ histi] get out of the way
2 m.s.(Imp) xasir [xisir] lose sth.

2f.s.(Imp) xasiri [ xasiri] lose sth

2 m.s.(Imp) ?aris [?iris] get married
2f.s.(Imp) ?arisi [?irisi] get married

2 m.s.(Imp) ra'kiz [ri'kiz] focus
2f.s.(Imp) ra'kizi [ri'kizi] focus

2 m.s.(Imp) xab [xibi] hide something
2f.s.(Imp) xabi [xibi] hide something
2m.s.(Imp) xad [xid] take

2f.s.(Imp) xadi [ xisi] take
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2 m.s.(Imp) lasik [lisik] take
2f.s.(Imp) lasiki [lisiki] take
2f.s.(Imp) rafi [risi] graze the sheep

Furthermore, the data indicated that /r/ in the verb /raSi/ prompted imala, despite
being considered an inhibitor of imala. This situation can be interpreted as one of the
four conditions outlined by Mitchell (1975) concerning /r/ and imala in Eastern Libyan
Arabic, which can be summarized as follows: /r/ does not inhibit if a subsequent /i/ is
presentin the same stem as the /a/ or /aa/, but it does inhibitif located in a suffix. This
specific type of medial imala is referred to differently by various linguists; for example,
Levin (1998) described it as allophonic imala, where /a/ is imalized due to the
presence of a following /i/. Blanc (1964) referred to it as productive imala, while
Owens (2006) termed it i-imala, as it is triggered by an underlying or overt /i/. This
type of allophonic imala in RM dialect occurs too in medial position of tri-consonantal
weak verbs in the perfect aspect and imperfect aspect. Tables (4.4) and (4.5) display

imalain RM dialect in the perfect aspect as well as the imperfect aspect.
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Table (4.4): Exemplification of Medial Imalain RM (Perfect Aspect)
Person Underlying Form  Surface Form Gloss

3m.s. Kalib [Bilib] refused

3fs. Balibt [Bilibt] refused

3m.s. gabil [gibil] accepted

3fs. gablit [giblet] accepted

3 m.s. dabih [8ibih] slaughtered

3fs. dabiht [8ibiht] slaughtered

3 m.s. halig [hilig] cut his hair

3fs. haligt [hiligt] cut her hair

3ms. zajin [zijin] decorated

3fs. zajint [zijint] decorated

3ms. sa'lim [si'lim] saluted

3fs. salimt [silimt] saluted

Tables (4.4) and (4.5) illustrate the productivity and richness of medial imala in RM .
As a result, such data appears to be distinctive when compared to other sedentary or

Bedouin Arabic dialects. For example, most studies on imala in modern non-standard
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Arabic dialects, as described by Owens (2006), including Eastern Libyan Arabic, Malta,
Northern Mesopotamia, Southern Mesopotamia, and other regions, indicate that
medial imala is influenced by the vocalic environment of medial /aa/, specifically in
the presence of /i/-type vowels in either the preceding or following syllable. However,
in RM, medial imala s influenced by the vocalic environment of medial short /a/ in the

presence of /i/ in the subsequent syllable, as evidenced by the data presented above.

Table (4.5): Exemplification of Medial Imala in RM (Imperfect Aspect)

Person Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
3m.s. jgalib [jBilib] refuse
3fs. tBalib [tKilib] refuse
3m.s. jgabil [igibil] accept
3fs. tgabil [tgibil] accept
3ms. jéabih [jsibih] slaughter
3fs. tdabih [t8ibih] slaughter
3m.s. jhalig [jhilig] cut his hair
3fs. thalig [thilig] cut her hai
3ms. jzajin ljzijin] decorate
3fs. tzajin [tzijin] decorate
3m.s. jsa'lim ljsi'lim] salute

21 3fs. tsalim [tsilim] salute
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Furthermore, imala is manifested in these dialects as reflexes of /ie/ rather than /i/, for
instance, baab > bieb 'door’; in contrast, imala is realized as /i/ in RM. Additionally,
imala is obstructed in some of these dialects by imala inhibitors such as emphatic and
guttural consonants /X, K, q, 18 dS v/ for example, rami > rami 'throw’, whereas in
RM, imala is not obstructed by some of these inhibitors, i.e., rami > rimi. Further

examples can be found in the tables above.

Interestingly, medial imala, also referred to as internal imala by Owens (2006), has
been attested in RM within the perfect and imperfect aspects of the first person
masculine and feminine singular, where /el/ is manifested as the reflex of the
diphthong /aj/ in a non-vocalic context. This phenomenon can be understood as
Sibawaih (Kitab Il) noted, indicating that when /?, a:/, /w/, or /j/ appears in the
underlying structure of verbs and nouns, and the adjacent syllable lacks inhibiting
consonants, /a:/ tends to be favored in the presence of front consonants. Consider the

following:
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Table (4.6): Exemplification of Medial Imala in RM (Perfect & Imperfect Aspects)

Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
baBajt [baBeIt] I want
drajt [dreIr] I knew
d'wajt [d*weIt] | came back
hawajt [haweTt] I took every thing
dwajt / hawajt [8welt / hawelt] | passed out

The realization of the diphthong /aj/ as the reflex of /eI/ in RM can be described as a
unique variation that has not been attested in other modern non-standard Arabic
dialects (Owens, 2006). This assertion is supported by the observation that in modern
non-standard Arabic dialects, including those of Eastern Libya, Malta, and the qiltu
dialects of Mesopotamian Arabic, as well as the Arabic spoken in Spain (Andalusia),
internal imala or medial imala of the front high vowel /a:/ is expressed as /ee/, /ii/,
/ie/, and /i9/ (Owens, 2006). Therefore, this particular realization of /el/ as the reflex
of /aj/in RM sets it apart from other modern non-standard Arabic dialects. Indeed, the
realization of the diphthong /aj/ as the reflex of /eI/ in RM is also observed in nouns

(see, 4.4).
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Furthermore, medial imala has been attested in RM within the derived patterns of
verbs, specifically in Forms V and VI. Concerning Form V, it is derived from Form II
verbs by the addition of the prefix /t-/. The essential structure of Form V is t-CaCCaC
or ti-CaCCaC in the perfect tense, and ji-t-CaCCaC in the imperfect tense. Despite the
presence of medial imala in RM in Form V, the data regarding imala remains quite

scarce. Please refer to the examples presented in table (4.7):

Table (4.7): Exemplification of Medial Imala in RM (Form V)

Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss

tifazzab [tifazzib] 'he flirts'

t-hassas [t-hassis] 'he gets allergy’

tikattam [tikattim] 'he keeps a secret’
t-rat?as [t-ra??is] 'to chair'
ti-bahdal [ti-bahdil] 'he became in a bad shape'
t-raddad [t-raddid] 'to hesitate'

tiTkaram [tiPkarim] 'he handed Sth. with generosity'

As illustrated in table (4.7), the low short vowel /a/ in the underlying form is raised to
the high short vowel /i/ in the surface form due to the preceding /i/ of the prefix /ti-/,
for instance, /tifazzab/ transforms to /tiSazzib/. Conversely, in the example /t-hassas/
> /t-hassis/, there is no preceding /i/ in the prefix /t-/; nonetheless, it undergoes imala 24

in the surface form. This phenomenon can be regarded as a perplexing case akin to
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ELA, where /a/ experiences a phonological transformation and is realized as /i/ in
stressed syllables, resulting in alternations such as /t-hassas/ > /t-hassis/ (Owens,
2006). Furthermore, it is important to clarify that while imala occurs in Form V, it does
not manifest with certain verbs within the same form due to the presence of imala
inhibitors like /x/ and /?/, as seen in /txabba/>/txabba/ 'he hid himself' and /t-
rat?as/>/t-rat?as/"to chair'. Regarding Form VI, which is derived from Form IIl by the
addition of the prefix /t-/, this form typically conveys a reciprocal meaning, indicating
a mutual action between two entities. In RM dialect, the perfect tense of Form VI is
represented as t-Ca:CaC, while the imperfect tense is expressed as ji-t-Ca:CaC. Refer to

table (4.8) below:

Table (4.8): Exemplification of Medial Imala in RM (Form V1)

Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
t-sa:lah [t-sa:lif] he reconciled
t-Sa:lag [t-Sa:lig] he had a dispute with someone
t-?a:mar [t-?a:mir] he conspired

Table (4.8) illustrates the occurrence of medial imala in Form VI, where the low short
vowel /a/ is raised to the high short vowel /i/. This case could be regarded as similar
case to ELA where the /a/ of the final syllable in the verb is raised to /i/ in an open
syllable, by regular phonological rule (Mitchell, 1975). Form VI may also exhibit an

imala form in which the pattern vowel /a:/ is raised to /i:/. This modification results in
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a complete semantic transformation. The imala form of Form VI is common among

Arabic dialects (AlSagqaf,1999, Levin, 1998). Consider the following:
t-Ca:CaC t-Ca:CaC
/t-ba:xar/ 'he recovered/ /t-bixxar/ 'it vanished'
/t-dga:bar/ 'he boasted; he showed vanity' /t-dgi:bar/ " the broken leg got recovered'
Imala Form VI can be derived also from adjectives:
/h?mif/ ‘active' > /thtimaJ/ 'became active; hastened in doing s.th.
/ahbal/ 'stupid, idiot' > /thi:bal/ 'he behaved in a foolish manner’

It is important to highlight that imala in this form of RM has been examined in other
sedentary HA dialects, such as the Sayouin dialect (AlSaqqaf, 1999). Nevertheless, the

instances of this form in RM dialect are quite scarce.

Finally, medial imala also has been attested in RM dialect in the future aspect. The
future tense is denoted by the addition of the particle [bi-] to the verb, which functions
as afuture marker morpheme at the verb's onset. In instances where a verb begins with
avowel (notably in the first person singular), the vowel of the prefix is substituted. For
instance, /bi-ktub/ translates to "l will write," /bi—fAb/ means "l will drink," and /bi-kil/
means "l will eat." In contrast, when a verb starts with a glide, such as /w/ or /y/, the
prefix omits its vowel and takes on the initial sound of the verb, as illustrated by /b-
us‘al/, which translates to "I will arrive.” RM dialect is characterized by this unique 26

future marker morpheme, which is expressed differently compared to other HA
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dialects like Valley Hadhrami Arabic (VHA), Coastal Hadhrami Arabic (CHA) and
Mukalla Arabic (MA) which utilize the particle [ba] to indicate the future (Walter,
2003). Nonetheless, this future particle is also employed as a future marker in various
Arabic dialects, including the Bedouin dialect spoken in the al-’Awabi district of Oman

(Morano, 2019). The following table below illustrate the future conjugation in RM:

Table (4.9): Future Conjugation in RM Dialect

Singular
Plural
inflection  Root  Gloss  Underlying Surface Underlying
Surface form
form form form
1s \/th to travel ba-hig bi-hig ba-ni-hig bi-ni-hig
2m // // ba-tihig bi-tihig ba-tihigu bi-tihigu
2f // // ba-ti-hig bi-ti-hig ba-ti-hign bi-ti-hign
3m // // ba-jihig bi-jihig ba-jihigu bi-jihigu
3f // // ba-tihig bi-tihig ba-jitihign bi-jitihign

4.4 Medial Imala in Nouns

In the context of medial imala in nouns within RM dialect, the data has uncovered
numerous instances of medial imala. To enhance understanding, this section intends
to present examples of medial imala in both conditioned and unconditioned vocalic
environments, as categorized by Levin (1992). Consequently, instances of medial
imala in an unconditioned vocalic environment will be discussed initially. Upon
examining the data pertaining to nouns in RM, several occurrences of medial imala in

27 an unconditioned vocalic environment have been observed. Refer to table (4.10):
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Table (4.10): Exemplification of Medial Imala in nouns
Underlying Fo Surface Form Gloss
dan [din] a cup of water
gahwah [gihwah] coffee
dglab [[dglib] herd of goats
habal [habil] rope
mohammed [mhi:md] name of perso
laham [lahim] meat
Baslab [Baslib] fox
ma0al [miBil] like
Plkarf [?lkirf] pond
Laxam [laxim] shark's meat
safms [si?ms] sun
fahal [fahil] male bull

The data presented in table (4.10) illustrates the medial imala within an unconditioned
vocalic context, wherein the low short vowel /a/ is elevated to the front short vowel
/i/, despite the absence of a phonetic context that would typically promptimala (i.e.,
lacking /i/ or /i:/ in the adjacent syllable). Sibawaih (Kitab II) classified these instances
as fa:é, denoting them as 'non-analogous and irregular’, exemplified by na:s > nes,
meaning 'people’. Similarly, Ownes (2006) highlighted that medial imala manifests in

weak medial nouns, specifically those containing either medial /?, a:/, /w/, or /j/ in
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their underlying structure. In scenarios where the neighboring syllable is devoid of
obstructive consonants, /a/ or /a:/ tends to be influenced in proximity to front
consonants, as seen in mwl (root) ma:l > me:l, translating to 'money’, and bwb (root)
ba:b > be:b, meaning 'door’. This phenomenon is applicable to RM dialect, where /7/ is
present in the underlying structure of sa?ms, resulting in the imalization of /a/ to /i/,
as demonstrated in sa?ms > si?ms, meaning 'sun’. A review of the linguistic literature
on dialectology suggests that the medial imala in an unconditioned vocalic
environmentin RM dialect diverges from that in other Bedouin Arabic dialects. Owens
(2006) referred to these distinctions among imala speakers as 'social identities’. He
noted that not all individuals who imalize /aa/ share the same perspective as other
Arabs who do so. Instead, the two groups may exhibit differences, with one group
employing /aa/ in a particular word where their neighbor opts for imalization, while

conversely, they may imalize in contexts where their neighbor uses /aa/.

Concerning medial imala within conditioned vocalic contexts, numerous instances
have been observed where the front long vowel /a:/ tends to be articulated and
perceived as /ie/ rather than the front high vowel /i:/. As a result, the realization of
imalafrom/a/to /ie/ may be considered a unique linguistic variation that has not been
documented in other Arabic dialects. For example, in ELA, imala is expressed as /ie/,
while in the Maltese dialect it is articulated as /i9/. In Northern and Southern
Mesopotamia, as well as in other regions, it is realized as /ee/, /ii/, or as a reflex of the

diphthong /ay/. Refer to table (4.11) below:
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Table (4.11): Exemplification of Medial Imala in nouns

Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
za:ml JzeIml] singing
wargah [welIrgah] paper
ha:bat® [heIbat] down
sa:lah [seIlah] big sidr tree
ra:Si [re1§i] shepherd
Isa:n [IseIn] tongue

In some cases, the diphthong /aj/ is realized as /el/ as well, consider the following

examples:
Table (4.12): Exemplification of Medial Imala in nouns
Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
tajs [teIs] goat
bajt [belIt] house
rajb [re1b] yoghurt
Baje [BeIO] rain
sajb [se1b] together

On one hand, the diphthong /aj/ is documented in southern Mesopotamia and has

been considered a challenging feature due to its reflex /ie/ (e.g. biet 'house’), (Owens,
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2006). Conversely, the reflex /el/ has not been recorded in contemporary Arabic
dialects, primarily because of the insufficient research conducted in the southern
region of Yemen. Importantly, this study provides insights into the dialect of RM, as it
is a dialect that remains undocumented. In an effort to examine the reflex of /aj/,
Owen (2006) posits that /aj/ may have merged with imala /ie/, as seen in /xieyr/.
However, it is essential to note that imala, according to Sibawaih (Kitab II), is an
allophonic phenomenon, suggesting that speakers would consistently possess the
non-imala /aa/ in their linguistic repertoire. The subset of speakers who merged /aj/
with imala in /ie/ might have subsequently interacted closely with those who did not
utilize imala. He concluded that these speakers would have transformed their imala
allophones into the non-allophonic /aa/, while still preserving the imala variant of /aj/.
Furthermore, the reflex of the diphthong /aj/ is evidenced in RM dialect within
adjectives, such as majit> melt 'dead’, ja:bis > jeIbs 'dry’, and rahajif > raheIf 'very thin'.
The imala in these instances is prompted by the vocalic context preceding /i/, as

indicated by Sibawaih (Kitab I1).

5.4 Final Imala

In RM dialect, the imala in its final position is documented with the feminine ending
/—ah/ in a pausal context, serving as either the third person masculine singular
possessive suffix or object pronoun. This contrasts with the nominal feminine suffix /-

ih/, which is regarded as a fundamental part of the stem. Historically, /-ah/ represents
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areflex form of /-ih/ resulting from a phonetic elevation within the feminine category
group. In instances where the third person masculine singular suffix occurs, it is

expressed as /-ih/, as demonstrated in the following examples:

Table (4.13): Exemplification of Final Imala in RM Dialect

Underlying Form Surface Form Gloss
nadbah-ah [nadbah-ih] we slaughter it
ragabat-ah [ragabat-ih] his neck

It is important to highlight that the imala phenomenon associated with the feminine
ending /ah/ is unconditioned in RM dialect, in contrast to other modern non-standard
Arabic dialects that exhibit conditioned forms. In terms of its occurrence in medial and
final positions within RM dialect, imala is more prevalent in medial contexts than in
final ones. This phonological phenomenon is well-documented as a common process
in several Bedouin Arabic dialects, such as Negev Arabic (Blanc, 1970), Najdi Arabic
(Abboud, 1979), BHA Arabic (Irshied, 1984), SAbbadi Arabic (Sakarna, 1999),
Zawaidih Arabic (Sakarna, 2002), and MaSani Arabic (Rakhieh, 2009). Furthermore,
imala is also acknowledged as a widespread phonological process in RM Arabic and
in other adjacent Bedouin communities, including Ridat Aljuhoon. Additionally, the
existence of imala in the dialect of RM is robustly supported by Sarauw (1908, p.35),

who observed that "mala influenced by the surrounding vowels was found in the
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dialects of the eastern tribes of Tamim." It is crucial to recognize that the Ma'arrah

tribes belong to the Tamim tribe.

6. Conclusion

This research has shed light on the phenomenon of imala of unstudied Bedouin dialect
in the area of Ridat Al-Ma'arrah in the southern plateau of Hadhramoutin Yemen. The
findings indicated the productivity and richness of this phenomenon in both medial
and final positions; however, its productivity and richness are predominantly observed
in the medial position. Furthermore, the study demonstrated that the linguistic
variation of imala bears similarities to that found in other modern non-standard Arabic
dialects, yet it diverges in several phonological aspects, including the vocalic
environment associated with conditioned and unconditioned imala. Vowel harmony
is crucial in the dialect of RM, which supports the classification of imala as an
allophonic type. Additionally, the research uncovered that RM dialect exhibits certain
distinctive linguistic characteristics that set it apart from its Hadhrami neighboring
dialects as well as other modern Arabic dialects, such as the realization of the future
marker /bi/ and the reflex /el/. In conclusion, I wish to convey my linguistic perspective
regarding the phenomenon of imala, asserting that the documentation of RM dialect
could significantly enhance the linguistic community's understanding of imala within

the framework of Sibawaih's interpretation. Conversely, the lack of documentation for



7ON

{iz

Py, i 2026 gtlgy - CuLill aaoll - drcl aiaXl agloll Sl &%l & lag
Scla_iaupg—lall

i Sl Al-Ahgaff Journal of Social Science - Third Issue - July 2026

P-ISSN: 3106-5045
E-ISSN: 3106-9053

PaN

this dialect may hinder some linguistic scholars from resolving enigmatic cases of

imala, akin to the situation with Owens (2006).
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